John Fiske

by thelripest experience and the best blood of th<
Northern States and thoroughly equipped with al
the munitions for offensive warfare. Never befon
in human history was there gathered a nobler arm}
for a nobler purpose than was this Army of th(
Potomac; and never before did an army go forth tc
combat with greater confidence on the part of its
supporters in its ultimate victory.

With dismay Fiske saw this heroic army when
within sight of Richmond caught in the treacherou^
swamps of the Chickahominy, where, divided by an
impassable stream and without the possibility oi
concentration, it was attacked by a greatly inferioi
force and was compelled to fight defensively day
after day, until, banged and beaten in detail, it was
at last driven, after immense losses, to the shelter
of its guns on the banks of the James, whence it was
rescued by the naval transports.

It is impossible for the present generation to'real-
ize the effect of this disaster upon the people of the
Northern States, accompanied as it was by an effort
on the part of General McClellan to shift the re-^
sponsibility for the disaster on to the War Depart-
ment, and also by a letter from him to the President
advising the latter as to the political conduct of the
war. This letter was a strong pro-slavery document.
Fiske became thoroughly aroused, and he expressed
in strong language his opinion as to McClellan's
incapacity, and his indignation at his attempt to
"play politics" in the face of such a disaster.
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